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& retired as the head of

the department of Eng-

lish, 8t. Joseph's Cal-
lege, Trichy But Eugene ¥ Vaz
continies to be busy even to-
day. Thanks to his passion for
painting which keeps him en-
gaped. During his school days,
he would make Xmas cards,
paint them using water colours
and gift them to friends and rel
atives. That's how he developed
a passion for painting. Since
then he has been guite serions
abaut it and takes niuch effort
to perfect his paintings, “ [ love
o play with colours, splashing
paintonthe canvas, That'sone
af the most satisfying things [
do. Painting has been an inte-
gral part of my life all these
years and it will continge to be
g0, There's no age harrier 1o
art,” states DVVaz with a smile.
He used to teach students
painting apart from taking
English classes.

Then, why didn't he take up
painting as a full-time profes-
sion? “Becanse [ also loved my
job as a professon” replies 1
Varand adds, “Also, artists get
minimal opportunities in
Trichy todo painting asa full-
time job. There are 80 many
colleges in Trichy but hardly

amy of them affer courses re
Tated to pure arts and applied
arts. Students don’t prefer to

take it up as a full-time job as
they don't find it lucrative. An-
other reason could be lack of
family suppart.”

Another person who's does
art besides his job as a profes-
sor is Hermon Carduz. While
he's the director of Leaders’
Choice Art Gallery, he's also
the head of department of
French at St Joseph's College.
He says that his students find
it asa stress buster, visiling his
gallery “Onee, oneof my siu-
dents, who had suicidal
thoughts, came to the art
gallery for help As 1 was busy
then, [ asked her o take & stroll
inside the art gallery. After

some time, she came back to
me and said that she was feel-
inggood. Later, she told me that
she was touched by one of my
paintings that portrayed the
importance of life," recollects
Carduz, who has done more
than 400 paintings so fur:

Surya, oneof Craduz’s stu-
dents, whoattends evening col-
lege, works in the gallery dur
imgg the day time. Hesays, *Tam
s0 glad to spend time here at
the gallery that displays the
paintings of my beloved pro-
fessor T am inspired by his
paintings and find this place
asa temple that clears my ten
sions and confusions.”




